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Rev. Dr. Peter G. Rizos,  
 
Publication is the first of each month. Twelve 

issues are published yearly. Deadline for 

notices is the 8
th

 of each month.   
 

Annunciation of the Virgin Mary is a parish 

under the spiritual and ecclesial oversight of  
His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of  

the Metropolis of Boston of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America In the jurisdiction of  
The Ecumenical Patriarchate  

of Constantinople.  

 

We reverently and proudly proclaim Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior of our faith and 

lives.  Steeped in the traditions of our 

forefathers, our faith stands as a source of 

hope for each and every individual.  In our 

Church, we reaffirm this Christian 

commitment of love, Godôs love and our 

own love, by building on the noble values 

and Sacred Traditions of our faith of 

yesterday by serving todayôs men and 

women, and seek as well, to nurture our 

children in Christ for all tomorrows ahead.  

Join us in our ministry to become bearers of 

the faith and ñLiving stones upon which the 

bonds of Christ are being built.ò (1 Peter).  
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday ï Friday 10:00am ï 2:00pm 

The Pastor is available for counseling, Holy 

Confession and any personal or family concerns at 

any mutually convenient time.  He is ñon callò 

twenty-four hours a day. 
 

Church Directory 
 Telephone: 781- 935-2424 

                 Fax:              781-935-0534 
 

Email: annunciationwoburn@verizon.net  
  

 Fr. Peter Rizos, Pastor............781-935-2424 
In Case of an Emergencyéé 978-458-9444 

Metropolis of Boston ...............617-277-4742 

Administrative Asst. ééé    781-935-2424 
Sexton     Thomas Vozikis........ 781-935-2424 

  
PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS  

President            Wilma Thomas       781-935-0143 

Vice-President    Jim Kouripines      781-933-6009 

General Sec.       George Stamos    781-665-9037 
Recording Sec.    Michael Bibilos     781-338-9499   

Treasurer             John Klesaris        781-935-2424 

Asst. Treasurer    Jim Efstathiou      781-729-1845 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS  

Peter Lambropoulos                           781-272-4682 

Veronica McManus                            781-935-2091  

Thomas Speros                                   781-526-3344 

Theo Mitropoulos                               781-944-4866  

George Yeomelakis                             781-944-7589 

 

PARISH MINSTRIES & ORGANIZATIONS  

Choir Director  James Antonio     978-352-8495 

Religious Ed. Director  

                     Irene Apostolou Cobb     781-729-4515                            

Altar B oys   Fr. Peter Rizos       781-935-2424 
Philoptochos        Marney Grimes       781-729-1636 

A.H.E.P.A.  Peter Skarmeas        978-777-0037 

Retirees   John George      978-657-7833 

Greek School   Amelia Hoffman       781-935-2424 

G.O.Y.A     Irene Apostolou Cobb       781-729-4515 

                             Greg Kearns                  

J.O.Y                Nancy Klesaris         781-935-2424 

                             Karen Saltzberg        978-304-1280 

                              Juliana Jarvis 

Dwelling Place     Mary Barbas             781-933-3207 

mailto:annunciationwoburn@verizon.net


 

COFFEE HOUR  

September 7 ï Is offered by the family of 

Forence Karon 

September 14 ï Open to be offered 

September 21 ï Is offered by the family of 

Greg Thomas  
September 28 ï Open to be offered 
Coffee Fellowship is run under the direction of 
the Philoptochos Society.  If you would like to 

host sponsor one, please call Venetia 

Mitropoulos at 781-944-2490. 

 

Religious & Cultural Center: 

Planning a reception anytime soon? 

Our beautiful Religious and Cultural Center 

is available for all your banquet needs. 

Whether youôre planning a Wedding, 

Christening, Birthday/ Anniversary/ 

Christmas/ Corporate Party, Private 

Memorial Fellowship or any type of event 

our hall is available. Come in and take a 

look. Annunciation Stewards receive 

discounted rental rates! For more 

information, Please call Maria Roberto at: 

617-733-9458 

 
WEBSITES YOU MIGHT WANT TO VISIT  

 

Metropolis of Boston 

www.boston.goarch.org 
 

Annunciation Church   
www.annunciationwoburn.com  

 

Nationwide Greek information 

www.yasas.com 

 
 

Are You Moving? 
If your address or phone number has 

changed please notify the church office at 

781-935-2424. The post office returns all 

undeliverable mail at a cost to the church.  

So please help us update our records. 

 

Membership Certificates: 

If you are need of a membership certificate 

so you can participate in a sacrament you 

must make your request to the Parish Office 

10 business days prior to the sacrament. 

 

 

Memorials & Trisagia 

 
August 17, 2008  

Trisagion Prayer was offered for the repose 

of the soul of Metropolitan Dionysios the 

former Metropolitan of Neapolis and 

Stavroupolis  
 

August 24, 2008 

13-Year Memorial in memory of Photini & 

30-Year Memorial in memory of Nicholas 

Klesaris was offered by their loving family. 
 

August 31, 2008 

1-Year Memorial was offered in memory 

of Nicholas Makrides, by his loving wife 

Litsa and family.  

19-Year Memorial was offered for James 

Makrides by his loving family 
 

August 31, 2008 

6-Year Memorial  was offered in loving 

memory of Konstantinos (Karl) Kiklis  by 

his loving family. 
 

August 31, 2008 

30 -Year Memorial was offered in loving 

memory of Constantinos & 50 Year 

memorial for Aspasia Lambropoulos by the 

Lambropoulos family.  

May their memory by everlasting 
 

Churching    

 
August 24, 2008 

Jonathan, the son of Mark & Vicky 

Vivanzio received his 40-day blessing.  
Na sa zisi! 

Christenings     

 
August 24, 2008 

Joseph Paul the son of Salvatore and 

Catherine (Patsourakis) LaRosa was 

baptized into the Orthodox faith with Juliana 

Jarvis as his Godparent (sponsor) 

Congratulations 

Na sa zisi! 

Deaths 

 

August 17, 2008 Julia Suchechi fell asleep 

in the Lord. Funeral was Friday, August 22, 

here at the Annunciation.  

www.boston.goarch.org
http://www.annunciationwoburn.com/
http://www.yasas.com/


 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of 

the Annunciation, 
 

 With the beginning of the new 

ecclesiastical calendar as of September 1, it 

is good to reflect on some of the basic 

traditions of our Church.  With the prevalent 

influence of western values in our society, 

we can easily lose sight of Eastern Orthodox 

practice.  One such practice concerns the 

naming of a child at Baptism. There is a 

deeper significance to the selection of an 

infantôs name, than what is sometimes 

realized. The following article is very 

helpful and informative in this regard. 

 

CELEBRATING OUR   PATRON 

SAINTôS DAY  

By Phyllis Meshel Onest, MDiv  

 

 The name of a child is important 

because it goes with him or her throughout 

life.  Traditionally, Christian parents choose 

names to express continuity with their 

family, ñrecyclingò the names of parents, 

grandparents or other relatives.  We all 

laughed during the scene in My Big Fat 

Greek Wedding when Mr. Portokalis 

introduces his family to his daughterôs future 

in-laws ï ñThis is my brother . . . and his son 

Nick  . . . and his son Nick . . . and his 

daughter Nikkiò ï because those of us with a 

strong family custom of naming children 

after grandparents have experienced it. 

 

Named in Christ 

Christians have long chosen the names of 

saints to proclaim their link with their 

spiritual family, the Church.  The name may 

be of a saint commemorated on or near to 

the day of the childôs birth or of one to 

whom the family has a special devotion.  

Likewise, an adult received into the 

Orthodox Church may choose a saint to 

whom he or she has as strong attachment.  In 

days past, this was often a costly witness for 

believers living in a non-Christian society 

because their very names (Nicholas or 

George, Elias or Barbara) labeled them as 

Christians. 

 

 Each day of the year, the Church 

honors a number of saints.  The day the 

Church honors oneôs saint is oneôs ñname 

day,ò an occasion to honor the memory of 

the saint whose name we bear and give 

thanks for his or her daily intercession on 

our behalf.  Individuals whose names are not 

found on the calendar of saints celebrate on 

All Saints Day, the Sunday after Pentecost. 

 

 We are to pray to and have a special 

devotion to our patron saint, to read about 

and study his or her life and to find direction 

for our own lives.  Our patron saint becomes 

a true hero or heroine for us to emulate.  We 

donôt need to imitate that saint exactly and 

for every detailðfor example, by becoming 

a monkðbut our patron saint can teach us a 

great deal about being a faithful Christian.  

 

Celebrating Name Days 

Orthodox Christians practice a number of 

popular customs on their name days.  The 

most important way is attending the Divine 

Liturgy.  If this is not possible, then they 

attend on the closest Sunday.  The celebrants 

would want to prepare to receive the 

Eucharist.  The persons named after the saint 

could offer Artoklasia, the five loaves of 

sweet bread, for their good health and that of 

their families.  The bread would be shared 

with the other worshippers.  On a Sunday 

celebration, they could provide cake or 

sweets during fellowship hour. 

 

 Traditionally, Orthodox Christians 

celebrate their name days by inviting family 

and friends to their home.  Because this day 

focuses on the saint, his or her icon is 

prominently displayed.  Whoever comes to 

visit wishes the celebrant ña happy name 

dayò and ñmany yearsò (chronia polla in 

Greek).  Favors or token gifts can be a part 

of the day, but with a significant difference: 

the person celebrating the name day is the 

giver of gifts rather than the recipient.  

Giving is the best sign of gratitude for 

Christians.  I remember one such day from 

my time as a student at Holy Cross School 

of Theology.  It was the feast of St. 

Maximos the Confessor (January 21), which 

Metropolitan Maximos, who was then Fr. 



 

Max, celebrated as his name day.  During 

dogmatics class, a student, Fr. Steven 

Callos, wished him a happy name day, and 

half-jokingly asked Fr. Max if he was going 

to treat us for his name day.  To our surprise, 

he said yes.  That evening we traveled to his 

brotherôs for coffee and sweets! 

  

In the family much can be done to initiate 

children into this custom of celebrating a 

name day.  During their early years, children 

will simply delight in being the center of 

attention.  Bring out the saintôs icon, placing 

it in a central location and adorning it with 

flowers can teach the child about devotion to 

the saint.   

 

Soon, however, children begin to ask 

questions about death and heaven.  Having a 

relationship with those who have died in 

Christ (the saints) can help to conquer a 

childôs natural fear of death.  Later, 

encouraging children to give gifts or favors 

on their name days can be another weapon 

in the parentsô arsenal against 

possessiveness and materialismðcravings 

that affect every child. 

 

In the home, icons of the patron saints of 

family members should be part of the family 

corner or in the bedrooms of the individual 

family members.  On the name day, these 

icons could be displayed in a special place 

surrounded by candles and flowers. The 

family could attend the Divine Liturgy or 

arrange for a special service preceding a 

festive gathering in the home.  They could 

read or retell the life of the saint at 

mealtime, read or sing the troparion (hymn 

expressing spiritual victory) of the patron 

saint, and serve special treats.  Inventive 

families have planned skits, made mini-

pilgrimages to local churches named for the 

saint (followed by a trip to the childôs 

favorite restaurant), or created banners and 

other home decorations about the patron. 

The child can help prepare the liturgical or 

party foods, make or pick out favors to give 

to friends or relatives, or otherwise help with 

the dayôs preparations.  Church tradition 

offers a positive reason for our children to 

be ñsomeone special for the day,ò and 

children react favorably. 

 

The Church is one Body in Christ: one 

household of all the baptized living or dead 

with Christ as its head.  Maintaining and 

celebrating our association with a saint from 

Christian history helps us to see the Church 

not as an impersonal institution, but as it is 

meant to be: one family under the lordship 

of Christ.  

 

Saints who died before the Great Schism in 

1054 belong to all Christians. Let this be the 

year that your family begins or renews the 

celebration of patron saints. 

To learn more about saints, visit the 

following Web sites: 

God is Wonderful in His Saints Orthodox 

Resources (www.abbamoses.com) 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

Online Chapel (www.goarch.org/en/Chapel 

 

Up coming Church Feast Days 

September 8 

Nativity of the Theotokos 

September 14 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

November 8 

Archangels  

November 21 

Presentation of the Theotokos to the 

Temple 

December 6 

St Nicholas 

  

FOR WHAT WE WORSHIP WE BECOME 

By Rev. Dr. Constantine Dombalis 

 

 We have heard of the hunger 

endured by children after a natural disaster.  

In this great land of ours, we also have a 

hunger but it is not of food, but rather of a 

spiritual starvation.  Thousands of spiritually 

hungry are unaware why their lives are dull, 

bland and monotonous.  Many have lived so 

long spiritually weakened they have 

forgotten the excitement of a meaningful 

lifestyle.  For these untold thousands, the 

flow of Godôs vitality and energy has been 

cut off for so long their present lifestyle is 

seen as normal instead of abnormal. 

http://www.abbamoses.com/
http://www.goarch.org/en/Chapel


 

 

 For many, life is unexciting and a feeling of 

defeatism obscures their minds.  Life has 

become the same old routine day after day.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson outlined the danger 

when he said, ñThe gods we worship write 

their name upon our faces. . . . Therefore, it 

behooves us to be careful what we worship, 

for what we are worshipping be are 

becoming.ò 
 

 A young executive revealed his 

dissatisfaction with life.  One day as he 

entered my office, he said in a happy voice, 

ñI have the formula for my life and it is 

exciting.ò  ñTell me,ò I replied.  ñI have 

begun to live with Christ Jesus,ò he said. ñI 

am optimistic that I will reach my goals, for 

I have spiritual power.ò Excitement reaches 

its peak when God enters oneôs life. 

 

 When I was a student at Holy Cross 

Theological Seminary, the Most Rev. 

Athenagoras Cavadas would frequently 

come into the classroom and challenge us 

into a theological debate.  Although I have 

forgotten many of the verbal exchanges we 

shared with this beloved scholar and 

Christian, I have not forgotten the counsel 

he offered at the conclusion of a discussion:  
 

 ñAnd every day, throughout the day 

in your quiet moments, speak with our 

Creator and fill your minds with Jesus as 

you pray.  Shape yourselves to be more and 

more in conformity with Godôs purposes.ò 
 

 The Cathedral of Virginia was 

described by Edward Briggs, the religion 

writer of the Richmond Times Dispatch, as 

the most beautiful sanctuary in Richmond.  

The contractor for the edifice was a Mr. Fox, 

who would quote frequently Holy Scripture 

as he inspected the construction site.  He 

once turned to me and said, ñExcept the 

Lord builds the house, they labor in vain 

who build it.ò  He concluded: ñI love to 

build churches, because they give children 

and their parents a home to learn to worship 

Jesus, for Jesus Christ is the answer to a 

happy home life.ò 
 

 ñWe thank God that He has provided 

for the world by giving Himself to us in 

love.  If we go to the heights of the 

mountains, or if we make the grave our bed, 

God is with us.  If we go to the depths of the 

sea, His right Hand holds us fast.  We live 

with awareness of His blessings. He can put 

a thrill into our lives.  We are never alone.  

Christ Jesus is by our side.ò 

The Rev. Dr. C.N. Dombalis is dean 

emeritus of the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 

Richmond, Va. 
 

 

Religious Discussion Group: 
 

DISCUSSION GROUP WILL RESUME ON 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 7 PM 
 

WATCH THE WEEKLY BULLETIN FOR TOPICS. 

 

"YOU SHALL  KNOW THE TRUTH, AND 

THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE"  

 (John 8:32) 

     The "truth" about life and its meaning is not 
always as obvious as we would like it to be.  It 

takes earnest questioning, searching, and 

discussion.  As Orthodox Christians, we are 

heirs of a very rich and challenging spiritual 
heritage that gives meaning and liberating truth 

to all those who seek it and are willing to devote 

some time to find and accept it.  After all, our 
Faith concerns not only our life on earth, but 

also, eternity as well. 

 
Every Wednesday Evening at 7:00 PM , our 

parishioners and guests will have a weekly 

opportunity to explore various vital subjects of 

contemporary concern to our people. There is no 
prescribed agenda, but an openness and "no 

holds barred" approach to the expressed interest 

of the participants. We invite you and your 
friends to come and grow in the faith.  We are 

looking forward to exciting and stimulating 

discussions.  Refreshments will be served.  

Come join us! 

 

Weekday Liturgy 

September 8 ï The Nativity of the 

Theotokos Orthros 8am Divine Liturgy 9am 

 

(Note:  Parishioners are encouraged to 

submitted articles for publication in our 

Church Bulletin.)  Email 

dr_rizos@hotmail.com 

mailto:dr_rizos@hotmail.com


 

GOD BEYOND GRADUATION  . . . 

(from The Orthodox Observer) 
 

The months of May and June are filled with 

high school and college graduations.  It is an 

exciting time for any graduating teen or 

young adult.  The future is bright and 

hopeful.  But amidst the excitement, teens 

and college students are preparing to leave 

the comfort and familiarity of their ñhomeò 

church for the unknown.  The growing 

reality is, after high school, our teens and 

college students are drifting away from the 

Church.  Itôs a reality that leaves us 

wondering, what happens to God and faith 

BEYOND graduation? 
 

According to a Barna Research Group study 

from 2006, a growing number of 18-34 year-

olds are disengaging themselves from the 

Church as adults.  About 60 percent of those 

involved in church as teens became 

spiritually disengaged in young adulthood.  

There are many different reasons for the 

disconnect. 
 

Clearly, graduation from high school or 

college marks a major transitional period in 

a personôs life.  However, this transitional 

period proves problematic in staying 

connected to the Church.  Spiritual life after 

high school can be difficult because of other 

different religions, philosophies, and ideas 

that challenge our basic belief.  According to 

the aforementioned study, many church 

ñdropoutsò fall away because of life changes 

(97 percent), being dissatisfied with their 

church or pastor (58 percent).  So how do 

we even begin to make sure that faith goes 

BEYOND graduation? 
 

Parents and youth workers can take a more 

proactive role in preparing their teens and 

college students for ñlife beyond GOYA.ò  

Parents can visit the Orthodox Christian 

Fellowship (OCF) website, www.ocf.net, to 

look for colleges with an OCF group. 

Parishes can work to build the Young Adult 

Ministry (YAL) groups within their 

community.  This way, young adults 

working or studying in a different city can 

have a peer group to join.  For details about 

building and maintaining a parish Young 

Adult Ministry, visit www.yal.org or contact 

your parish priest. 

 

 Everyone is going to attend a 

graduation party, or two, this year.  So donôt 

forget to buy graduates someòOrthodox 

essentials.ò  Buy them a Bible, icon, prayer 

book, and other Orthodox Christian gifts to 

take to their dorm or apartment. For ideas, 

visit places like Orthodox Marketplace 

(www.orthodoxmarketplace.org), Holy 

Cross Bookstore 

(http://store.holycrossbookstore.com), or 

Light and Life Publishing (www.light-n-

life.com). 

 

 Priests and Youth Workers can 

collect the contact information of college 

students and young adults.  Sending out 

emails or church bulletins helps keep teens 

and young adults ñin-the-knowò about their 

home parish.  Thus, the sense of connection 

is maintained.  These individuals can stay 

connected to their home parish . . . even if 

they are far away.  Along with checking out 

www.ocf.net, teens and young adults can 

take an active role by seeking out local 

Orthodox churches in the area of their work 

or school.  Ask your parish priest for 

information about other parishes.  You can 

also visit www.goarch.org and search 

through the parish directory to see what 

cities have a Greek Orthodox Church. 
 

The Annunciations 2008 Graduates 

and Philoptochos Scholarship recipients  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arianna Mitropoulos, Stephen Meuse & 

Angelica Perrone 
 

The graduates will be attending the following 

Colleges this September: 

Arianna - Boston University 

Stephen - Northeastern college of Engineering   

Angelica - Assumption  

 

We wish them well in the year ahead. 

http://www.ocf.net/
http://www.yal.org/
http://www.orthodoxmarketplace.org/
http://store.holycrossbookstore.com/
http://www.light-n-life.com/
http://www.light-n-life.com/
http://www.ocf.net/
http://www.goarch.org/


 

Fall/ Winter Hours 
 

 

 

Begin Sunday  

September 7th, 2008 

Orthros 9 am 

Divine Liturgy 10 am 
 

Z PATRON SAINT DAY 

CELEBRANTS 
 
 September 5

th
 ï Zachariah the Prophet 

Zachary Vozikis 

 

September 5
th
 ï Elizabeth the Righteous 

Elizabeth Terzakis, Eliza Antoniou   

 

September 7
th
 ï Forfeast of the Nativity 

 Casey Cokkinias, 

 

September 8
th
 ï The Nativity of the Theotokos 

Maria Antoniou  

 

September 17
th
 ï Sophia the Martyr 

Sophia Vozikis, Sydney Doyle, Sophie Antoniou,  

 
September

 
18

th
 ï Ariadne the Martyr 

Arianna Mitropoulos                    

 Xpovia Ao88a                                                                                 
 

Look whoôs having a Birthdayé 
 

September 
 

10
th
   -   Katherine Hartigan  

22
nd 

  -   Dean Antonio 

23
rd
   -   Charles Kaveney 

25
th
   -   Nicholas Cobb 

26
th
   -   Alexander Cobb   

24
th     -    

Nicolina Kiklis 

30
th     -     

Olivia Munroe 

Xpovia Ao88a 

 
Please let me know if I missed any one, for 

a birthday or name day. Children Only 

 
 

 

Sunday School News: 
Classes will begin on Sunday, Sept. 21. 
 

Sunday September 14th is for Family 

Worship. So join your family and friends on 

a very important Holy day, the Elevation of 

the Holy Cross. Parents you will also have 

the opportunity to sign your children up for 

Sunday School after the Liturgy. 

 

Sunday, September 21st is the first day of 

classes.  Grades Pre-K through 2nd grade 

will go down after the Children's Sermon.  

Grades 3rd through High School will go to 

class after Communion, and everyone please 

remember Sunday School begins at 10:00am 

in Church. 

See you all in Church! Irene 

 

Sunday School Sign up  

 

You will have the opportunity to register on 

the following Sunday in September the7
th
, 

14
th
 and 21

st
 

 

Registration forms will be available on those 

days. If you would like to register in 

advance, there are forms in this bulletin or 

on line (under monthly bulletin) to copy. 

 

Greek School News: 
Itôs that time of year again. Do you want 

your child to learn our beautiful Greek 

language? If you do, take this opportunity to 

give them a chance. Greek school meets 

Wednesday afternoons at 3:30pm until 5:30 

pm from September thru May. Cost is 

$175.00 for the first child, $75.00 for the 

second child and $50 for each additional 

child.    
 

Registration forms will be available during 

coffee fellowship September 7 &14 If you 

would like to register in advance, there are 

forms in this bulletin or on line (under 

monthly bulletin) to copy. 
 

JOY & HOPE :  

Our first meeting & registration will take 

place on Sunday, September 28, after coffee 

fellowship. Watch the weekly bulletin for 

details. 


