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Annunciation of the Virgin Mary is a parish under the spiritual 

and ecclesial oversight of His Eminence Metropolitan 

Methodios of the Metropolis of Boston of the Greek 

Archdiocese of America under the jurisdiction of The 

Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople  
 

We reverently and proudly proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior of our faith and lives. Steeped in the traditions of our 

forefathers, our faith stands as a source of hope for each and 

every individual. In our Church, we reaffirm this Christian 

commitment of love, Godôs love and our own love, by 

building on the noble values and Sacred Traditions of our faith 

of yesterday by serving todayôs men and women, and seek as 

well, to nurture our children in Christ for all tomorrows ahead. 

Join us in our ministry to become bearers of the faith and 

ñLiving stones upon which the bonds of Christ are being 

built.ò (1 Peter)  
 

 
The Pastor is available for counseling, Holy Confession and 

any personal or family concerns at any mutually convenient 

time. He is ñon callò twenty-four hours a day. 
 

Church Directory  

*Church Office Hours 12:00P.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

Telephone............................................781-935-2424 

Fax:...................................................781-935 ï 0534 

E-mail................ .annunciationwoburn@verizon.net 

WebSite:............................annunciationwoburn.com 

Fr. Peter Rizos, Pastor.........................781-935-2424 

Incase of emergency ...........................978-458-9444 

Secretary, Bessie Meuse......................781-935-2424 

Metropolis of Boston...........................617-277-4742 

Metropolis Website........................bostongoarch.org 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Annunciation,  
 

The celebration of the Annunciation of the Theotokos 

can be taken in a variety of ways:  It can be considered 

just another annual event on our ecclesiastical calendar, 

which comes and goes year in and year out.  It can also 

be taken as a kind of a celebration of a local church that 

happens to go by that name. In this case, the significance 

of the day is parochial and rather limited in its scope, 

with little or no inner resonance of the importance of the 

event for our lives in the world.  There is also another 

much deeper and lasting significance of the 

Annunciation, not only with regard to holy days of the 

Church, but also for our very existence. 

 

According to our Greek Orthodox tradition, the feast day 

of the Annunciation is more important than Christmas, 

and second only to Easter.  Christmas commemorates 

the birth in the flesh of the Lord Jesus exactly nine 

months after the Incarnation of the Divine Logos in the 

Theotokos, the normal period of gestation.  Without the 

Divine impregnation of the Blessed Virgin Mary by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, there obviously would have 

been no birth of Jesus into the world, no Christmas. This 

is why the Annunciation of the Archangel Gabriel to 

Mary that she was to become the Mother of our Savior is 

an event of joyous celebration beyond anything that we 

could begin to comprehend and fully appreciate!  It is a 

divine mystery which expresses the boundless love of 

God for man, and the infinite worth of each and every 

one of us in His sight. 

 

The theological ramifications of the Incarnation of the 

Son of God are more than a library could begin to hold.  

The events and conditions of our lives in the world today 

have given occasion to Orthodox theologians to reflect 

upon some pressing issues of our times, and upon their 

meaning according to our Orthodox heritage. This is 

because theology is properly not only a record of the 

past, but also a dynamic tool for the interpretation of 

current events in the light of God's Word and Holy 

Tradition. The following articles are very relevant in that 

regard, and contain some of the best thinking of Greek 

Orthodox theologians on the subject of ecology and the 

preservation of our environment from further decay. 

                                                         Continued on page 3 
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Religious and Cultural Center 
Functions Coordinator: Maria Roberto-617-733-9458 
 

Planning a reception anytime soon? 

Our beautiful Religious and Cultural Center is 

available for all your banquet needs. Whether 

youôre planning a Wedding, Christening, Birthday/ 

Anniversary/ or Christmas party, Private memorial 

Fellowship, Corporate meeting/ party or other type 

of event, our hall is available to rent. Come in and 

take a look. Annunciation Stewards receive 

discounted rental rates! For more information, 

please call Maria Roberto at 617-733-9458. 
 

Are you moving? Due to new regulations we must 

request address change information. If your address has 

changed please notify the church office as soon as 

possible. Each address change costs us fifty cents.  I 

have had at least 4 changes every month and have not 

been notified. Call the office or email me. Thanks Bessie 

Opportunities for our Youth  

 

HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS AND SENIORS 

TAKE THE CHALLENGE OF YOUR LIFE!  
CrossRoad is a ten-day Orthodox Christian summer 
program where you focus on Christ and His calling 
for your life. As a CrossRoad participant, youõll 
explore your vocation with: 

* Mini-classes taught by Orthodox Christian 
professors 

*visits to Orthodox Churches in the Boston area 

*community outreach projects 

*field trips exploring the Boston area 

*spiritual reflection 

Due to overwhelming interest, CrossRoad is now 

two sessions! 
Applications may be downloaded from the 

CrossRoad Website: www.crossroad.hchc.edu or 
call 617-850-1309 for more information. 

Expenses except travel to Boston are covered. 

 

Ionian Village: Registration has begun! 

Journey-By boat, plane, bus, or foot! Travel with 

Ionian Village to Greeceôs most important religious 

and cultural sites. 

Grow-In the faith, education, and fellowship! 

Belong-To the Tradition! Since 1970 over 16,000 

young people have built faith and friendships that 

last a lifetime 

Register by March 6
th
 for early bird rate. 

www.ionianvillage.org or call 646-519-6190 

 

Study in Greece-College Year in Athens 

Summer courses 2010 for info go to 

info@cyathens.org or call 617 868-8200 

 

St. John Chrysostom  Oratorical Festival  

Anyone interested in participating in the Festival 

should contact Fr. Peter to obtain the Topics, Tips 

and Resources for the contest. Please watch your 

bulletins for more information. 
 

Scholarship opportunities  

F.H.A.S.N.E. 1,000.00 for a college freshman 
 

ñConstantine Hionidesò Scholarship 1,000.00 for a 

current graduate student 
 

Applications & requirements are available at the church 

office. Deadline is March 26, 2010    
 

 

 

http://www.crossroad.hchc.edu/
http://www.ionianvillage.org/
mailto:info@cyathens.org


Continued from the cover 
  

            "BEATING THE DRUM:"  

Excerpts from "Cosmic Grace, Humble Prayer: The 

Ecological Vision of the Green Patriarch 

Bartholomew" 
 

September 1, 1989 
 

     The abuse by contemporary humanity of its 

privileged position within creation and of the 

Creator's order "to have dominion" over the earth 

(Genesis 1:28) has already led the world to the edge 

of apocalyptic self-destruction.  This is occurring 

either in the form of natural pollution, which is 

dangerous for all living beings, or in the form of 

extinction for many species of the animal and plant 

world, or else again in various other forms.  

Scientists and other scholars warn us now of the 

danger and speak of the phenomena threatening the 

life of our planet. . . . 
 

     The Church of Christ cannot remain unmoved. . . 

. According to the great Fathers of the Church, the 

human person is the prince of creation, endowed 

with the privilege of freedom.  Being a partaker 

simultaneously of the material and the spiritual 

world, humanity was created in order to refer 

creation back to the Creator, in order that the world 

may be saved from decay and death. . . .  
 

     Humanity has lost the sense of sacredness of 

creation and acts as its arbitrary ruler and rude 

violator.  Instead of the Eucharistic and ascetic 

spirit . . . we observe today a violation of nature for 

the satisfaction, not of basic human needs, but of 

humanity's endless and constantly increasing desire 

and lust, encouraged by the prevailing philosophy 

of the consumer society.  Yet "the whole creation 

has been groaning in travail" (Romans 8:22) and is 

now beginning to protest at its treatment by human 

beings.  Humanity cannot indefinitely and 

whimsically exploit the natural sources of energy. . .  
 

     Accordingly, we declare the first day of 

September of each year, namely, the first day of the 

ecclesiastical year, the day of the protection of the 

environment. 
 

September 1, 1990 
 

     Beloved brothers and spiritual children, use the 

natural environment as its stewards and not as its 

owners.  Acquire an ascetic ethos bearing in mind 

that everything in the natural world, whether great 

or small, has its importance for the life of the world, 

and nothing is useless or contemptible.  Regard 

yourselves as being responsible before God for 

every creature and treat everything with love and 

care.  Only in this way shall we be able to prevent 

the threatening destruction of our planet and secure 

a physical environment where life for the coming 

generations of humankind will be healthy and 

happy. 
 

September 1, 1994 
 

     It is the destiny of humankind to restore the 

proper relationship between God and the world, just 

as it was in the Garden of Eden. . . . Repentance 

must be accompanied by three soundly focused 

principles that manifest the ethos of the Orthodox  

Church. 
 

     There is first the Eucharistic ethos, which, above 

all else, means using the earth's natural resources 

with thankfulness, offering them back to God: 

indeed, not only them, but also ourselves.  In the 

Eucharist, we return to God what is His own: 

Namely, the bread and the wine.  Representing the 

fruits of creation, the bread and wine are no longer 

imprisoned by a fallen state, and are capable of 

receiving the divine presence within themselves.  At 

the same time, we pray for ourselves to be 

sanctified, because through sin we have fallen away 

and have betrayed our baptismal promise.  
 

   Second, we have the ascetic ethos of Orthodoxy 

that involves fasting and other spiritual works.  

These make us recognize that all of the things we 

take for granted in fact comprise Godôs gifts, 

provided in order to satisfy our needs.  They are not 

ours to abuse and waste simply because we have the 

ability to pay for them.   
 

     Third, the liturgical ethos emphasizes 

community concern and sharing.  We stand before 

God together; and we hold in common the earthly 

blessings that He has given to all creatures.  Not to 

share our own wealth with the poor is theft from the 

poor and deprivation of their means of life; we 

possess not our own wealth but theirs, as one of the 

holy Fathers of the Church reminds us.  We stand 

before the Creator as the Church of God, which . . . 

is the continued presence of the Lord Jesus Christ 

on earth; His presence looks to the salvation of the 



world, not just of humanity but also of the entire 

creation. 
 

1997: Creation and Icons 
 

     Icons are a necessary expression of the worldôs 

sacredness.  ñStanding inside the Church, we think 

that we are in heaven,ò as one hymn states, because 

the Church is the embodiment and sanctification of 

the whole world, while the created world is called to 

become the Church.  Icons break down the wall of 

separation between the sacred and the profane, 

between this world and the next, between earth and 

heaven. 
 

     We are called today to rediscover this iconic 

dimension of creation.  And this is what 

distinguishes us as Christians and awesome 

responsibility for the survival of our environment.  

In the Church, then, ñthrough heaven and earth and 

sea, through wood and stone, through relics and 

Church buildings and the Cross, through angels and 

people, through all of creation, both visible and 

invisible, we offer veneration and honor to the 

Creator and Master and Maker of all things, and to 

Him alone.ò 

 

2002: All-Embracing Love 

 

     Our prayer and purpose join the priest who 

chants these words in the Divine Liturgy:  ñIn 

offering to You, Your own of Your own, on behalf 

of all and for the sake of allðwe praise You, we 

bless You, we give thanks to You, O Lord, and we 

pray to You, our God.ò  Then we are able to 

embrace allðnot with fear or out of necessity, but 

with love and joy.  Then we care for the plants and 

for the animals, for the trees and for the rivers, for 

the mountains and for the seas, for all human beings 

and for the whole natural environment.   

 

     Then we discover joy, rather than inflicting 

sorrow, in our life and in our world.  Then we are 

creating instruments of life and not tools of death.  

Then creation and humanityðthe one that 

encompasses and the one that is encompassedð

cooperate and correspond; they are no longer in 

contradiction or in conflict.  Then, just as humanity 

offers creation in an act of priestly service and 

sacrifice to God, so also does creation offer itself in 

return as a gift to humanity.  Then everything 

becomes an exchange, an abundance, and a 

fulfillment of love.      

Memorial Service 

Memorials & Trisagia 
 

February 7, 2010 

6-Month memorial prayers were offered for the repose 

of the soul of Walter LaFreniere by his loving family. 

February 14, 2010 

1-Year memorial was offered in memory of Theofanis 

Varesis by his loving daughter Sandy Morrison and 

family. 

February 28, 2010 

6-Month memorial was offered in memory of Angie 

Katramandos by her loving family. 

3-Year memorial was offered in memory of Sophie 

Couremenos by her loving children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren  

May their memory be eternal... 

February 14, 2010 

1-Year memorial prayers will be offered in memory of 

Theofani Varesis by his loving daughter Sandra 

Morrison and family. 

May his memory be eternal... 

March 14, 2010 

6-Month memorial prayers will be offered in memory of 

William Stamatis by his loving wife Mary and family. 

 

Deaths 

 
On February 5, 2010 Dena Gonz fell asleep in the 

Lord. She was 93. She was the loving mother of Diane 

Withee.  Funeral was February 9, here at the 

Annunciation.  

May God grant peace to her soul and comfort to her 

family...  
 

Week Day Liturgies and Services 
 

Wednesday, March 3 - Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6pm 
 

Friday, March 5 ï 3
rd
 Salutations 7p.m. 

 

Wednesday, March 10- Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6p.m. 
 

Friday, March 12 ï 4
th
 Salutations 7p.m. 

 

Wednesday, March 17 ï Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6p.m. 
 

Friday, March 19 -  The Akathist Hymn 7p.m. 
 

Wed., March 24 ï Forefeast of the Annunciation 7p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 25 ï Annunciation of the Theotokos  

Orthros 9a.m. Divine Liturgy 10a.m. 
 

Saturday, March 27 ï Saturday of Lazarus  

Orthros 9a.m. Divine Liturgy 10a.m. 
 

Sunday, March 28 ï Service of the Bridegroom 7p.m. 

 



 PRIESTS AND PARISHIONERS IN JOINT 

CELEBRATION       

       

          We are very happy and honored to announce 

that the Rev. Dr. Alcibiades Calivas, professor 

emeritus in Liturgics and former dean of our Holy 

Cross School of Theology will join Fr. Dimitrios 

Costarakis, pastor of the St. Nicholas Church in 

Lexington, and Fr. Peter in the celebration of the 

Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts on 

Wednesday, March 3 at 6:00 PM in our church.  At 

the end of Divine Liturgy, Fr. Calivas will speak on 

the significance of Great Lent.  Following his 

address, our ladies of the Philoptochos will host a 

lenten collation in the RCC. 
 

         Fr. Calivas is no stranger to our parish, having 

joined us for many services in the past.  He is 

recognized as an eminent scholar, spiritual father, 

and dedicated priest of the Church.  A prolific 

author, Fr. Calivas has penned several books, and 

many articles in theological journals and on the 

internet. Fr. Costarakis will be accompanied by his 

parishioners of the St. Nicholas Church. 
 

SPECIAL WORKSHOPS AT ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH  
 

          The Metropolis of Boston will hold 

workshops on Youth and the Family at the St. 

Nicholas Church of Lexington on Saturday, March 

20 from 10 AM to 2 PM. Distinguished speakers 

will be making presentations with a format that will 

allow for questions and answers from the audience. 

 Special activities are planned for the children in 

attendance, and a lenten luncheon will be served. 
 

ANNUNCIATION FEAS T DAY CELEBRATIONS  

          Priests and parishioners of many parishes in 

our area will join us in the celebration of the Great 

Vesper Service on Wednesday, March 24 at 7:00 

PM. We are happy to announce that Fr. Nicholas 

Pelekoudas, the newly assigned pastor of the Holy 

Trinity Church in Lowell, will deliver the homily. 

The ladies of our Philoptochos Society will tend a 

lovely reception in the RCC, following the service. 
 

          On Thursday, March 25, the feast day of our 

parish, Fr. Dimitrios Costarakis and his parishioners 

of the St. Nicholas Church in Lexington will join us 

once again for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. 

The Orthros will be at 9:00 AM and the Divine 

Liturgy at 10:00 AM.  Let's make every effort to 

participate in both of these very special events. 

Presidentôs Message 
 

What a busy February! First on the list was the 

launch of renovations in the basement and all the 

preparations that went into it. Construction is now 

underway and should be completed before Holy 

Week. Our JOY and GOYA Directors hosted a 

ñGAMESò night for youths of all ages, attended by 

32 of our young people along with several Moms 

and Dads. Activities included ping pong, air 

hockey, two ñWiiò stations and several floor games. 

Great Lent began with Forgiveness Vespers 

followed by fellowship and a surprise visit by 

Journalist Katerina Thanasoula of ERT World in 

Greece, who conducted an interview with Father 

Peter for an upcoming broadcast. The Ladies 

Philoptochos and the Sunday School ministries 

assembled kits for the ongoing Haiti relief effort, 

and our newly created ñFacebookò page is active 

with a growing list of fans, providing another 

channel for our outreach endeavors. Many thanks to 

everyone who worked so hard to make it all happen. 
 

March promises to be just as busy; the Vespers and 

Feast Day of the Annunciation with visiting clergy, 

the Parish level Oratorical Festival, guest speakers 

after weekday evening services and of course, Holy 

Week. The speakers will be a special treat, on the 

3
rd

 and the 24
th
 following the Pre-Sanctified 

Liturgy. Look for details in this bulletin and donôt 

forget to mark your calendars. 
 

As we continue our Lenten journey in 2010, it is my 

sincere hope that you will take advantage of the 

many beautiful services offered each week. In the 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy we have an ancient practice 

that dates back to the 6
th
 century. This profound 

Vesperal Liturgy each Wednesday is a solemn 

reminder of the devotion practiced by early 

Christians - composed specifically for the Lenten 

period. On Fridays, the Salutations Service is a 

beautiful tribute to the Theotokos, a service that has 

been considered by many scholars as the most 

exquisite and musical poetry ever composed in the 

history of mankind. The Salutations Service has 

attracted Orthodox faithful for generations into 

antiquity. Combined, these weekly services help set 

the tone for a meaningful Lenten experience. I pray 

that you will have the opportunity to attend. 
 

In Christ,  

 

John Klesaris 



Sunday School News & Events: 
 

On February 14, the Sunday School sponsored the 

Cheesefare Luncheon. We would like to thank everyone 

who contributed to this successful event: Tom Speros, 

Cathy Kanode, Ted Peters and Don Peterson, who were 

outstanding in the kitchen. Marney Grimes for her 

delicious Macaroni& Cheese and Presbytera Alexandra 

for her special kouloupaki, and all the Sunday School 

teachers who contributed to the food items. We would 

Also, like to thank Marney Grimes, Elena Govotses, 

Doreen Bibilos, Barbara Csicsek, Chuck Otis, Rebecca 

Pietronuto, Nancy Klesaris, Diana Koster, and Ted 

Klesaris for serving and cleaning up.The winner of the 

large Valentine box was Electra Apostolos, the small 

boxes went to Delia Frederick, Freddie Speros, and John 

Peterson. Thanks again to all for attending and 

supporting this event.  

Co-directors Amelia Hoffman and Elena Peterson.  
 

March/April -April 2nd will be the Good Friday retreat, 

please come and be part of this retreat this year. We are 

looking for volunteers to support this special day.  

A Lenten lunch will be served.  

Also we are looking for girls to participate in the Good 

Friday service ages 5-10, as our Myrrh bearing girls. 

Please contact Amelia Hoffman if interested. 
 

Amelia Hoffman & Elena Peterson 

Sunday School Directors 
 

Look Whoôs having a March Birthday  

March   1
st
 
  
-    Theodore Carellas 

March 5
th
 ï Petros ñPeteò Koster 

March 9
th
   -    Sarah Saltzberg 

March 10
th
 ï   Angelo David Paleologos 

March 14
th
 - Grace Topouzoglou 

March 27
th
 ï Haley Garabedian 

                     Ashley Garabedian 

        ǶȐțȌȈȀ ǰȎȊȊǻ    

 

Z PATRON SAINT DAY CELEBRANTS 

 FOR MARCH 
 

11
th
-  Theodora the Righteous      

 Theodore Carellas 

21
st
 Iakovos 

 Jacob Vozikis 

23
rd 

- St. George 

George James Speros 

25
th
 ï Annunciation of the Theotokos 

 Angelo Paleologos 

 Angela Taft  

ǶȐțȌȈȀ ǰȎȊȊǻ    
                    

Please let me know if I have missed anyone, for a 

birthday or a name day. (Children only)      

 GOYA BUZZ  
On Sunday March 7

th
 the GOYA officers will take their 

Oath of office and host the coffee hour. Next GOYA 

meeting will also be on the 7th after church 
 

Officers are as follows: 

Andrea Karalekas- President 

Nick Cobb-Vice-President  

David Saltzberg-Recording Secretary  

Ted Carellas-Corresponding Secretary  

Elizabeth Terzakis-Treasurer 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ñThe Annunciation Church 

is now on Facebook! You 

can find our page by 

searching for ñAnnunciation Annunciation Greek 

Orthodox Church In Woburnò on the facebook.com 

web site. Become a fan, browse the events and 

interact with our community.ò 

 

Philoptochos Bookstore ï The Lenten season began 

February 6
th
 with the firstò Saturday of the Soulsò and 

Easter will be celebrated on Sunday, April 4
th
.  The 

bookstore may be a source of inspiration during lent and 

Easter, with books and pamphlets explaining and 

answering questions about fasting and Holy Week 

services. Please feel free to ask for materials at the 

bookstore that may be of interest to you.  

Joanne Martinos Bookstore Co-ordinator 

 

Church Women of Woburn  

Lenten meetings -  

March 3 - First Congregational Church  

Coffee 10:00a.m.  ï Speaker Patrick Agostino 

People Fit Health & Fitness Center 

March 10 ï United Methodist Church  

Coffee:10:00a.m.  ï Speaker: Rev. Dr. Abiot Moyo 

March 17 ï St. Josephôs Church 

Coffee: 10:00a.m. ï Speaker Fr. John R. Carroll   



PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS:  

February 7
th
: before our meeting, Marney 

Grimes, President and Margaret Otis 

treasurer of the Ladiesô Philoptochos 

ñPatrisò were happy to present Wilma 

Thomas, Hall Renovation Committee Chair, with a 

check for $1,000.00 from our treasury as our 

donation to the hall renovation project.  

On February 7, the Ladiesô Philoptochos hosted 

ñGo Redò weekly fellowship with all proceeds 

going to ñThe Go Red for Womenò Heart Health 

awareness campaign. 
After fellowship the ladies held their monthly meeting 

with most members in attendance showing their support 

by wearing red. The meeting began with a short 

presentation on Healthy Heart information given by 

Marge Otis. 

It was voted that The Ladiesô Philoptochos would 

purchase, pack and ship one ñClean ïup Bucketò to be 

sent on to those in need in Haiti per the IOCC. It is our 

wish that other Annunciation members will band 

together to make up and ship more ñClean ïup ñ 

buckets. The list of items and the address where to send 

the buckets are in this bulletin   

 

The following events are on the Philoptochos calendar 

and all Annunciation Family members are encouraged to 

support and partake of each event. 

 

Wednesday March 3- Following the celebration of the 

Divine Liturgy of the Pre-sanctified Gifts the Ladiesô 

Philoptochos will host a light dinner for those in 

attendance. 

Tuesday March 9- Our monthly meeting starting with 

our annual Pot Luck Lenten dinner. Dinner will be 

served at 6:30. 

Wednesday March 24 ï following the Great Vesper 

service the Ladiesô will host a reception for those in 

attendance. 

Sunday March 28 ï Annual Palm Sunday Bake sale- 

Angie Stamos ïchairperson 

Saturday May 1- Wine Tasting Fundraiser to benefit 

The Ladiesô Philoptochos Scholarship. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Marney Grimes 

Philoptochos President. 
 

*Note to members: Philoptochos Stewardship is 

collected from January 1
st
 thru April 1

st
 for the 2010 

Year. Your Dues will be dispersed as follows: $10 

will go to the National Philoptochos, $5 to the 

Metropolis of Boston Philoptochos and the 

remainder to our treasury. Please submit your dues 

to Membership officer Bessie Meuse 

Parish News & Events: 
 

Feast Day Fish Dinner - Sunday, March 28, 2010 

We will be having our annual Feast Day Fish Dinner on 

Palm Sunday. Tickets will be available in advance 

beginning Sunday March 7
th
 during coffee fellowship. 

You may also purchase them by mail. Please note Fish 

Dinner in the memo of the check along with the total 

tickets purchased.  

Tickets: Adults $20.00 

Children 12 and under $10.00  
 

Woburn Grecian Festival 2010 

Chairpersons-Interested Participants  

Next meeting is April 11. In an effort to increase 

participation in planning  Grecian Festival 2010  We 

have scheduled meetings to be held for the most part the 

1st Sunday Of each month, after church services 

.Meetings are expected to last  Approximately one hour 

and will be held in the Super Bowl Room. Dates are as 

follows: Apr. 11, May 2, and June 6. Please join us in 

planning this festive event. 
 

If you know anyone that might like to be a sponsor, 

vendor, or a food or raffle donor please let Jim 

Kouripines of Jim Kearns know. 
 

St. John Chrysostom  Oratorical Festival 
Our Church will be hosting the District Oratorical 

Festival on Sunday, April 11, @ 2:00 P.M. This is an 

excellent opportunity to hear the presentations of young 

people from our Metropolis parishes throughout the 

Greater Boston area. 
 

Woburn Council of Social Concern:  

Due to the large increase of people in need the food 

pantry cupboards our bare. If you are able to make a 

food or monetary donation it would be greatly 

appreciated. There is a basket and table as you exit the 

church to the Religious and Cultural Center. 
 

Sunday School Renovation Project 

As a result of the generosity of many of our stewards we 

have been able to raise sufficient funds to meet the 

minimum requirement as set forth by the General  

Assembly vote on Dec. 13
th
, to begin work on the 

renovation of the old fellowship hall. 
  
Work to began the week of February 21

st
 . We anticipate 

the project will take approximately 4-6 weeks. ..Plans 

call for using the RCC on a temporary basis until 

construction is complete. Questions regarding Sunday 

school should be referred to the Co-directors. All others 

should be referred to Wilma Thomas, John Klesaris or 

Jim Kouripines. 
 

Our thanks again to all those who have contributed to 

help move this project forwardéé. 

 



LENTEN DONORS 

NEEDED 
It is our custom each year during 

Great Lent and Holy Week to 

decorate the Church.  If you or 

your family wish to make a donation to decorate the 

Church and   Holy items, 

Please call the Church Office at (781) 935-2424. 
 

Items needed are as follows: 
Icon of the Theotokos: Salutations Services 

February 26...............................................$60.00 

March 5.....................................................$60.00 

March 12...................................................$60.00 

March 19...................................................$60.00 

Flowers for the Cross on the Epitaphio.....$60.00 

Myrrh Bearing Women Icon......................$60.00 

2-Incense............................................$30.00 each 

2-Charcoal .........................................$25.00 each 

Palm Sunday Greens for Door ï  

2 cases................................................ $30.00 each 

Easter Candy.............................................$100.00 

Lilies 6 ~ 10 inch pots .......................$45.00 each 

Lilies 24 ~ 6 inch pots .......................$30.00 each 

Bay Leaves .................................................$75.00 

Priestôs Paschal Candle................       .1 @ $85.00 

Holy Week Schedule Pamphlets .................$50.00 

Easter Offering Envelopes.........................$100.00 
 

Epitaphio Flowers Fund  
 

WE CAN NOW ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!!!  

All you have to do is contact the Office for a 

payment by credit card on anything from your  

Stewardship or Building Fund donations, to your 

tickets for the next event 
 

Stewardship 2010 

Please mail or bring your pledge card to church as 

soon as possible so we can accurately prepare the 

budget for 2010 and bring our Stewards mailing list 

up to date! 
 

Your pledge maintains OUR Church! 
 

2010 Stewardship cards will be available in the Narthex 

 

Stewardship Statements 

If you would like to have your Stewardship statements 

emailed, please give your email address to Bessie Meuse 

in the office. Our treasurer strongly recommends you 

receive your statements in this way, if possible. It will 

save us time, paper and postage or call the office and we 

will mail it to you by request only. 

 

Good Friday 

Names of the Deceased Loved Ones 

(Please Print Clearly) 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Offered by 

____________________________________ 

 
 

Please return your names to Fr. Peter or the church 

office before Good Friday (April 2
nd

 ) 

 

Upcoming Feast Days & Holy Days 
Wednesday, March 25, Annunciation of the Virgin Mary 

Saturday, March 27, Lazarus Saturday 

Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday 

Friday, April 2, Holy & Great Friday 

Sunday, April 4, Holy Pascha 

Friday, April 9, Lifegiving Fountain  

Friday, April 23, St. George 

Sunday, April 25, Apostle Mark 

 



 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF  

 

 

 

2010 Diocesan Laity Award 
The Greek Orthodox Diocese of Boston sponsors its annual Laity Award ceremony each year.  This is an opportunity for each parish 

in the diocese to select from its membership an individual or married couple who have made major contributions to the parish. 

Individuals who receive this recognition have typically been life long contributors to the work of the Church.  They have assumed 

leadership roles in the Church organizations (Parish Council, Philoptochos, GOYA, they sing in the choir, teach Sunday School, and 

assist with Church functions (festivals, food fairs, auctions,).  Recipients of this award live their Orthodox faith and are beacons of 

Christôs light to the community. Past recipients from our Parish include: 

1987    Ioannis Giannakis                                                1988    Gregory Potamis 

1989    Stacia Georgelis                                                   1990    Tina Ginakis 

1991    John & Venetia Mitropoulos                               1992    Lou Bakos 

1993    Mary Barbas                                                         1994    John & Sophie Andreadis 

1995    Stamatia Lerigis                                                   1996    Bella Chaconas 

1997    Nikki Kouletsis                                                    1998    Kaye Bibilos  

1999    Ellie Mavredakis                                                  2000    Jim & Anna Kouripines 

2001    Helen Zontanos                                                    2002    Greg & Wilma Thomas 

2003    George & Angie Stamos                                      2004    George Papadopoulos 

2005    Mike & Martha Plakas                                         2006    Mike Bibilos 

2007    William Gochis                                                    2008    Marney Grimes 

2009    James & Rhea Antonio 

The Parish Council is seeking nominations for this yearôs recipient.  Nominations should be submitted in writing to John 

Klesaris, no later than March 8th. Nominations should be in the form of a letter and include examples of the accomplishments 

of the nominee. We are truly blessed here at the Annunciation by having so many wonderful people who commit themselves to 

assist the Church with all of its ministries 

 

Seeking sponsors for our monthly bulletin òChrist is in our Midstó 
 

If you would like sponsor the Monthly Bulletin for the year 2010, your tax deductible donation of a $140.00 is for a single business 

card space. If you would like a larger add, please adjust appropriately. 

 

Business card space is also available for one or more months at $ 15.00 a month. You may want to sponsor the bulletin for someoneôs 

birthday, anniversary or Nameday; for the health of your family and friends; in memory of a loved one; or to congratulate someone.  

 

Please complete the form below and mail it along with your check made payable to the ñGreek Orthodox Community in Woburn, 

Inc.ò  Thank you again and God bless you for your support  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Your name: 

 

Name, address, and phone of the business as it should appear in the bulletin: 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Printing deadline is the 15
th
 of each month.  If your sponsorship is received after the 15

th
 it will appear in the following months 

publication. Please mail your check and this coupon to: 
 

Monthly Bulletin 

Annunciation Church 

70 Montvale Avenue 

Woburn, MA 01801 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Your Business card here 
LAW OFFICES OF  

JOHN & JANE DOE 

1234 MAIN STREET 

ANYWHERE, USA 

 



March  2010 
Sunday  Monda y  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 1     
Eudokia  the  
Martyr  of  

Heliopolis   

 

Andonina  the  New  

Martyr  

2     
  

Our  Holy  Father  

Nicholas  of  Plana   

Greek School 

3:30-5:30 

3     
Pre-sanctified 

Liturgy 6pm 

Speaker     

light Lenten 

Dinner 

4     
Gerasimos  the  

Righteous  of  

Jordan   
Paul  & his  sister  

Juliana  and  their  

Companions   

5     
Konon  the  

Gardener    

3
rd

 Salutations 

7pm 

6     
42  Martyrs  of  

Amorion  in  

Phrygia   

Finding  th e 
Precious  Cross  by  

St.  Helen   

7     
Sunday of the 

Holy Cross  
GOYA Oath of 

Office       
Orthros 9am 

Divine Liturgy  

10am 

8     
Theophylaktos,  

Bishop  of  

Nicomedea   

Hermas  the  
Apostle  of  the  70  

9      
Greek School 

3:30-5:30 

Philoptochos 

Lenten Pot 

Luck meeting 

7pm 

10     
Kodratos  the  

Martyr  & his  

Companions   

Anastasia  of  
Alexandria      
Pre-sanctified 

Liturgy 6pm  

11     
Sophronios,  
Patriarch  of  

Jerusalem   

 

Theodora  the  

Righteous    

12     
Theophanes  the  

Confessor   

 

Symeon  the  New  
Theolog ian      
4

th
 Salutations 

7pm 

13     
Removal  of  the  
relics  of  

Nicephoros,  

Patriarch  of  

Constantinople    

14     
Sunday of St. 

John Climacus  
  

Orthros 9am 

Divine Liturgy 

10am    

15     
Agapios  the  

martyr  & his  

Companions   

 

Manuel  the  New  

Martyr  of  Crete  

16     
Savinos  the  

Martyr  of  Egypt   

 

Christodoulos  the  

Wonderworker  of  

Patmos        

Greek  School  

3:30pm - 5:30pm  

17     
Alexios  the  Man  of  

God         

Saint  Patrick,  the  

Enlightener  of  

Ireland  

Pre - sanctified 
Liturgy 6pm    

18     
Cyril,  Patriarch  of  

Jerusalem   

 

Trophimos  & 

Eukarpion,  Monk -

martyrs  of  

Nicomedea  

Parish  Council  

meeting  7pm  

19     

 
 Chrysanthos  & 

Daria  the  Martyrs   

 
Demetrios  the  

New  Martyr           

Akathist Hymn 

7pm 

20     
5th  Saturday  of  
Lent:  The  
Akathist  Hymn   
Righteous  Fathers  

slain  at  the  

Monastery  of  St.  

Savas  

21     
Sunday of St. 

Mary of Egypt  
Orthros 9am 

Divine Liturgy 

10am    
James  the  

Confessor   

22     
Basil  the  Holy  

Martyr  of  Ancyra   

 

Kalliniki  & 

Vassilisa  the  

Martyrs  

23     
 Anatolios  & 

Protoleon  the  

Martyrs  converted  

by  the  martyrdom  

of  St.  George        
Greek  School  

3:30pm - 5:30p  

 24    
Forefeast  of  
the  
Annunciation  
of  the  
Theotokos    7  
P.M.       
Visiting  Clergy  

and  speaker  

Lenten  reception  

following  Liturgy    

25     
Annunciation  
of  the  
Theotokos  
Orthros  9A.M.  
Liturgy  10A.M.  

26     
Synaxis  in  honor  

of  the  Archangel  

Gabriel   

 

26  Martyrs  in  

Crimea  

27     
Lazarus  
Saturday   
Orthros 9am 

Liturgy 10am 

Communion 

breakfast and 

folding of the 

palms 

28     
Palm  

Sunday     
Orthros 9am 

Liturgy10am 
Feast  Day  
Fish Dinner  & 
Philoptochos  
Bake  Sale  
Service of the 

Bridegroom 

7pm 

29     
Holy  Monday          
                Martyr  

Cyril  the  Deacon  

and  Those  with  
him   

 

Service of the 

Bridegroom 

7pm 

30     
Holy  

Tuesday   
  

School 3:30-

5:30           

Service of the 

Bridegroom 

7pm 

 

31     
Holy  

Wednesday   
Hypatios  the  

Wonderworker   

Innocent,  

Enlightener  of  

Siberia  & Alaska   

3pm Holy 

Unction 

7pm of the last 

supper 

        

 
Strict Fast    

 
Fish Allowed  

 
Wine and Oil Allowed  

 
Dairy, Eggs,  
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Annunciation of the Virgin Mary 

Annual Feast day Fish Dinner 

will be held on Sunday, March 28
th
, Palm Sunday 

 following the Divine Liturgy. 

Adults $20 Children 12 and under $10 

Tickets will be going on sale soon, so mark your calendars. 

Further details to follow 
 

March 25
th

 is one of the most important Orthodox as well as Greek holidays. This feast day celebrates the 

Annunciation of the mother of God and Greek Independence Day. Both events are of deep religious 

significance, the two are linked together by the common themes of birth and liberty.  One event marks the good 

news that the Virgin Mary will give birth to the Son of God. The other commemorates the birth of the modern 

Greek State in 1812 and the proclamation that freedom would come to the enslaved Greek nation. 

As we celebrate and give thanks to God for the Good News given to Mary and the freedom we enjoy as 

Orthodox Christians, it has been our custom to, in turn, bless our Annunciation Church with a gift on the feast 

of the Annunciation. 
 

 

16
th

 Annual Greek Independence Day Parade will be held on Sunday April 25 

for more information call 617-507-6444 or email: mail@fhasne.com 
 

 

Are You Bilingual?    On Easter Sunday, April 4, during the Agape Service Fr. Peter needs volunteers to read 

the Gospel in the following languages: German, Latin, French, Spanish, Russian, Lebanese, Ukrainian, and any 

other language is also welcomed.  If you would like to read, please call the office at 781-935-2424, or speak 

with Fr. Peter 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Saturday, March 27 at 10:00 AM      
                                                                              

THE ANNUNCIATION FAMILY WORSHIP   
&  

COMM UNION BREAKFAST  
 

 

 

 

We will all come together as a family, the Annunciation family, to worship- on this day, The Saturday of 

Lazarus; to celebrate the raising of Lazarus with Divine Liturgy.  Following the Divine Liturgy everyone is 

invited to a free Communion Breakfast. We will also be folding the palms into crosses for Palm Sunday. Take a 

break ï Join us, for the Communion Breakfast and enjoy some time together as a ñFAMILYò.  
 

Annual Palm Sunday Bake Sale! 

SUNDAY, March 28th 

Delicious Greek Desserts: 

Koulourakia, Kourabiethes, Baklava, Easter Bread, & More 
 

Plan on shopping at the Bake Sale for all your Easter desserts and gifts! 

Please support Philoptochos "Patris" and our philanthropic mission. 
 

BAKERS & DONATIONS NEEDED,  Please contact Angie Stamos 

mailto:mail@fhasne.com


Thank you Sponsors! 
 

 


